Agricultural Science I

Course Syllabus

2011-2012                     

Instructor: Aaron Gudde
Email: aaron.gudde@sjsd.k12.mo.us
Phone: 816-671-4170
Website: www.stjosephffa.weebly.com 
Course Description: This is a course designed for instruction in animal science, Agricultural careers, leadership, and supervised agricultural experience.  Units may also include agribusiness, fish and wildlife management, and food science.

Attendance and Participation: The same policies and procedures for attendance that are outlined in the student handbook are in effect in this course.  Make sure that you are aware of this information.  Students are expected to be in class each time it meets.  If you are going to be absent for a school activity (ex. field trip, sporting event, etc.) then you will need to let Mr. Gudde know before you are gone.  Missing the bus to HTC is not a valid excuse.
Guidelines for Success:
· Hard work and dedication to the task on hand will lead to success

· Believe in yourself and believe in others

· Show pride in your work

· Build strong relationships with those around you

· Come to class prepared

· Be on time
Classroom Routines:

· Get notebooks out before class starts

· Get homework out from the day before

· Be seated and ready for class to start

· When finished put notebooks away

· Pick up after yourself

· Remain seated until I dismiss class

Computers:  The following rules will be observed:

· No email will be used     

· No games will be allowed
· The internet will not be used unless you have instructor approval
· Do not change screensavers
· Students should only use their password to enter the computer
· Students that abuse or fail to follow these rules will be barred from computer use
Classroom Guidelines:

· No cell phones or other electronic equipment are allowed to be used while at Hillyard Technical Center.  The student will get one warning if this guideline is not followed.  If it is not followed a second time, the equipment will be taken from the student and a parent or guardian will have to pick it up at the Hillyard Technical Office.
· No food or drink is allowed in the classroom.

· Respect will be shown to the instructor, other students and the equipment in the classroom at all times.
Bus: Students coming to HTC will arrive on a bus.  Meet the bus at the designated area and be there on time.  Behavior policies on the bus are the same as the sending schools.  You will be expected to follow all rules.

Grading: The grade received in the course is made up of three components.  These are Classroom/Laboratory Points, Participation and Quizzes/Tests.
Classroom Points: (40%)  This will be made up of any assignment completed in class or outside of the classroom.  Worksheets, group activities, notebooks, and Supervised Agricultural Experiences are included in this grade.  Some of them are outlined below:

Participation: (30%) These points are given each time the class meets.  You can not make them up.  You do not lose them if you are on a school activity, if you inform the teacher BEFORE the activity. (Remember this, it is VERY IMPORTANT!) You will receive 10 points a day – broken down you receive 2 points each for: staying on task, your overall attitude in the classroom, your behavior during class, being prepared, and being on time.

Quizzes and Tests: (30%) All quizzes and tests that are taken in the class will be combined for this portion of the grade.  This includes EOC Exams.
Agricultural Education Classes: The Agricultural Education program is built on the three core areas of classroom/ laboratory instruction, supervised agricultural experience programs, and FFA student organization activities/ opportunities. 
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· Classroom/Laboratory Instruction- quality instruction in and about agriculture that utilizes a “Learning by doing” philosophy
· Supervised Agricultural Experience Program- all students are expected to hane an agriculturally related work-based learning experience while enrolled in agricultural education courses
· FFA Student Organization- FFA activities are an integral part of the agricultural education program that all students should participate in if they are to fully benefit from their enrollment in the program.
Objectives:

· The student will be able to explain the FFA and all of its components.
· The student will be able to identify all aspects of SAE programs.
· The student will be able to understand the Missouri Record Books and the components that make up record keeping.
· The student will be able to understand agricultural careers and the pathways that they belong in.
· The student will be able to explain the Beef Industry and its importance to Missouri Agriculture.

· The student will be able to explain the Swine Industry and its importance to Missouri Agriculture.

· The student will be able to explain various dairy products and their composition.
Parent/Guardian and Student Signature Page

I, ___________________________(parent/guardian signature)  have read the above information and understand that my student will be expected to abide by the above rules.  I also understand that if my student does not follow the above rules, action will be taken.

I, ___________________________(student signature) have read the above information and understand that I will be expected to abide by the above rules.  I also understand that if I do not follow the above rules, action will be taken.

If this page is returned by the due date with both signatures, the student will receive 10 classroom points.

Returned ____________________

